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Cloud seégin”g on pérmanent |
basis under study St

) MADRAS. Sept. 11.

In & move that indicates ite taith in the of.
hoacy ot Tlhuo -3 : A
Tamii Nadu Governmen: is condidering a pro-
oosal to take it up On a permanent basis for the
oenefit of Madras' three reservoirs.

Tne American firm. Atmospherics inc. is
now carrying out clous seeding operations
over the reservoirs — it did the job 1in 1975 as
well — and concidentally or otherwise, on
both occasions. the lekes recorded abnormally
‘heavy rainfall during the expanimental period.
Last month the Red Hills lake, which the firm
said was its primary target. recerved almost
300 per cent of its normal rainfall, while in 1975
there was 150 per cent of the normal precipita-
tion over the catchment areas of the tnree
‘akes, However, an evaluation of the 1975
experiment by a team of meteorologists under
the auspices of the Department of Science and
Technology noted that since the rainfall was
exceptionally pood throughout Tamil Nadu,
"the excess rainfall in the catchment areas ...
cannot be due 10 the seedings over the lakes.”

In & recent interview to_THE HINDU, the
pilot of the American team, while making it
clear that his firm dic’ not ciaim to create rain,
emp.iasised that its efforts did normally result,
in ircreasing rainfall over the seeded area by
15 to 25 per cent. The current exercise is also
being evaluated by meteorologists, and
alt h their report is not expected to be.

ready for quite some time, the Government has

appareftiy been convinced that cloud sesding
is viable T
. e

taken over by a Government agency and is
examining the various 27peclts of tne projec
The contract with the American lirm
which e scheduled t© winc up its programme
by the end of Seprember. has cost the Goverr-
ment Rs. 25 lakhs in forein~ exchange enc & 1ot
more in meeting the team s exnenses during e
stay in the city. The size of the expenditure in-
curred has prompted wgge;stior's_ that the
Govermnment out cheaper aiternatives 1o us
ing planes ft:yseedng One of them, coming
Jrom a weather expert echoes, an idea arred by
Mr. Lipvacak Bolen, a8 meteorologist from
'Yugoslavie. In the course of a iecture in Madras
‘a couple of months ago. Mr. Bojar reportediy
‘claimed that farmers in hie courtry were
‘themselves seeding potential rainciouds by fir-
ing plastic rockets, no more than a metre long.
which burned up some chemicai after atamnime
a certain attitude. The smoke tnus released dic
the job just as well at a lower cost

fn this context, it is also being pointed out

that any smoke, not necessarily silver iodide
vapour, when released into’ the atmosphere
acts @s nucleli around which the water vapour
in the air can cling to form raindrops. It is 5%9-

that the rain that invariably falis on

vall may often be due to the dense
smoke fror?\ay buring crackers acting as ef-.

fective nucheii for raindrops.
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